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Objectives 

Introduction to:  

 MicroResearch Website 

 Skype 

 LinkedIn 
 

Using the web effectively  

 Useful websites 

 Critical appraisal of literature 
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What is 

 LinkedIn is the  largest professional 

network (225 million +) 
 

 LinkedIn will help with: 

• Networking  with colleagues 

• Build and engage your professional network 

• Gain knowledge and discover professional 

opportunities and jobs 

• Get the latest news, and insights to be better. 
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Who should join? 

 All participants and coaches of every 

MicroResearch group. 

Why? 
 A private LinkedIn MR includes everyone 

from MR Workshops 

 Use the LinkedIn MR as a forum to 

communicate with others  

 Get MR updates and announcements. 
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HOW TO JOIN 

You need a valid email address e.g. Yahoo, Gmail, etc. 
 

Go to https://www.linkedin.com/reg/signup 
 

Fill the following on the signup page 
• First Name:………………. 

• Last Name:……………….. 

• Email: ………………….….. 

• New Password: ………… 

  (6 or more characters) 

 

With this you will have Joined LinkedIn, 
Congratulations! 
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Using MicroResearch “LinkedIn” 

 Once you are member of LinkedIn, we’ll 

invite you to join “MR LinkedIn”: 

o Please accept invitation immediately 

o Use it to communicate among yourself 

o Share documents and keep up with progress 

of others 

 Use the ‘Threads’ to keep track of the  

communication (e.g. Updates) 
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Why search the literature ? 

 Find existing knowledge on a 
topic to position your project 
in context 
 

 Has it been done before? 
 

 Avoid pitfalls of previous 

research 
 

 Examine methods, tools of 

other researchers. 
 

 
 Mostly to Refine, refocus or change your topic 



Database Sources for Research 

◦ PubMed 

◦ Google Scholar, Google Books 

◦ Africa Portal Library 

◦ Global health learning modules 

◦ Africa  Journals Online 

 

 Suggestion: 

Use help files and tutorials for the database 
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Select databases:  

PubMed and Google Scholar 

PubMed (please see online tutorial):  

Most widely used search engine, produced by the US 
National Library of Medicine. Over 7000 journals! 

 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez/ 

 http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/disted/pubmedtutorial/  
 

Google Scholar: 

Similar to PubMed, sometimes gives more 
information but its library is smaller.  

 http://scholar.google.ca/schhp?hl=en 
 

Suggestion: When you find abstract of interest use  

“related citations”  to search for similar articles. 
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HINARI set up by WHO to give LICs access to 

journals. Institutions must register for student access.  

 <http://registration.research4life.org/register/> 
 

Africa  Journals Online : 400 journals requires 

registration.    <http://www.ajol.info/> 
 

Africa Portal Library: Free, online, open access books, 

journals,  related to African policy issues 
 <www.africaportal.org/library> 
 

Google Books: Millions of free books to preview or 

read  <http://books.google.ca/bkshp?hl=en&tab=np> 

Other Select databases: 
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Search suggestions: combine 

concepts / terms with AND 

AND narrows your search  by combining terms so 

that both terms MUST be present.  You can 

combine as many terms as you like with AND.  

The more terms you combine with AND, the 

narrower (more specific) your search results.  

Example:    Subsaharan Africa  AND Social 

Support will retrieve references that include both 

subjects 
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Search suggestions: combine 

concepts / terms with OR 

OR broadens your search so that EITHER or ANY of 

the terms are included in the results. The more 

terms you combine with OR, the broader 

your search results will be.    

 Example:   “Growth” OR “Child nutrition” will 

retrieve references where either one term/concept or 

the other is included 
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Questions to ask when critically  

appraising a research article. 

 Is the study question relevant? 

 Does the study add anything new? 

 Was the study design appropriate for the 

research question? 

 Did the study have sources of bias? 

 Was the study done according to the protocol? 

 Does the study test a stated hypothesis? 

 Were the statists done correctly? 

 Do the data justify the conclusions? 

 Are there any conflicts of interest?  

  
Young and Solomon 2009 www.nature.com/clinicalpractice 
doi:10.1038/ncpgasthep1331 18 

http://www.nature.com/clinicalpractice


Lets keep in touch… 
Email address: 

Robert.Bortolussi @ dal.ca 

Noni.MacDonald @ dal.ca 

Microresearch @ dal.ca 

Tobias Kollmann…. tkollmann@cw.bc.ca 

Walter Schlech……walter.schlech@dal.ca 

Skype address: 

Robert.bortolussi 

Macdne (Noni MacDonald) 

Website: www.Microresearch.ca 
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